
A NEW GUIDEBOOK SERIES  
DESIGNED FOR TODAY’S TRAVELLER

INTRODUCING LONELY PLANET’S



Lonely Planet’s new Experience series 
is a guide to unforgettable experiences 
and local surprises. Led by local experts 
with fresh perspectives, the series helps 
travellers uncover the best experiences 
to get away from the everyday.

Product specifications:

• 256 pages

• Dimensions: 180mm (h) x 140mm (w) 

• Format: Paperback

Product features:

• Pull-out city map

• Inside back cover pocket

•  Gatefold/s with maps and  
inspiring photography

•  QR codes to unlock additional  
online content

INTRODUCING LONELY PLANET’S

EXPERIENCE



A NEW GUIDEBOOK SERIES
DESIGNED FOR TODAY’S TRAVELLER

UNDERSTANDING  
THE TRAVELLER

(RESEARCH)

Lonely Planet conducted consumer research in the US 
and UK markets to understand:
•  what the core needs of travellers are
•  how they plan their trips and use travel content while 

on-the-road
•  what digital tools they use and how the guidebook 

can complement this

WHAT  
TRAVELLERS WANT

(OUTCOMES)

We identified that travellers want to:
• have new experiences 
• be the architect of their own trip 
•  be surprised with fresh takes on well-known places 
•  connect with their destination through local, 

authentic, memorable experiences



TODAY’S TRAVELLER
VALUES EXPERIENCES OVER SIGHTS

THE NEW EXPERIENCE GUIDEBOOK SERIES

For travellers seeking new experiences away from their 
everyday lives.

They are looking for fresh and surprising perspectives 
from local experts that connect them to unforgettable 
experiences. They value the feeling of discovering places 
on their own, but their time is limited, so they want curated 
guidance that equips them to string experiences together for an 
amazing trip that feels unique to them.

Local and authentic 
experiences

Current or lapsed guidebook 
users, plus new audiences

Content level A busy & time poor lifestyle.  
Wants to make the most of their 
time when traveling Trip duration 1-2 weeks

Uses digital devices for travel 
planning and on-the-road

PRODUCT 
PROFILE

TARGET AUDIENCE 
PROFILE



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS TO BE
THE ARCHITECT OF THEIR OWN TRIP

IN-DEPTH  
FOCUS ON 

EXPERIENCE BY 
THEMES

SEASONAL 
PLANNING 

CALENDARS

EXPERIENCES  
TO STRING 
TOGETHER

DESTINATION  
TRIP  

BUILDERS



IN-DEPTH FOCUS ON 
EXPERIENCE BY THEMES...



EXPERIENCES TO  
STRING TOGETHER...



SEASONAL 
PLANNING CALENDARS...



DESTINATION  
TRIP BUILDERS...



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS
INSIGHTS FROM LOCAL WRITERS

WINNIE TAN
JAPAN

Central Japan Alps, Nikkō 

Winnie specialises in writing 
about Japan, travel, and 

Japanese culture

BENEDETTA GEDDO
ITALY 

Florence & Tuscany, Turin, 
Piedmont & Cinque Terre

Benedetta lives in Piedmont 
and is a regular reporter for 

Teen Vogue

KAY GILLESPIE
SCOTLAND 

Southern Highlands  
& Islands

Kay is a travel blogger and 
one of Scotland’s Top 100 
Women in Tourism (2020)

SUSANNE ARBUCKLE
SCOTLAND 

Orkney, Northeast 
Scotland 

Susanne blogs about travel 
in Scotland and runs a travel 

itinerary planning website

Lonely Planet’s new Experience guidebooks are written by local travel experts that share 
their insider knowledge of the best experiences to have when visiting their destination. 



GET TO THE HEART 
OF THE DESTINATION
In-depth articles by 
locals with specialized 
knowledge add depth 
and context to the 
traveller’s experience 
 
LOCAL GUIDANCE
Local experts uncover 
surprises that 
travellers may  
not think of and 
under-the-radar 
places

TODAY’S TRAVELLER IS SEEKING
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCAL EXPERTS
Our locally based travel writers interview subject matter experts about a variety of 
topics relevant to the destination, offering the travellers personal recommendations and 
tips that provide a richer experience whilst on-the-road. 



EYGLÓ SVALA ARNARSDÓTTIR

ICELAND

Essay: Icelandic Horses 

Eygló grew up on an Icelandic 
horse farm outside of Akureyri

ANNE CHAMBERS
IRELAND

Featured in Essay:  
Grace O’Malley,  

the Pirate Queen 

Anne is the leading 
expert worldwide 

on Grace O’Malley, 
and author of the 

definitive biography

ÚNA-MINH KAVANAGH

IRELAND

Essay: A Nation Divided  
(on the Irish Civil War and  

War of Independence)

Úna-Minh is an Irish language 
expert, published author, and 

travel writer from County Kerry

LJUBOMIR STANISIC

PORTUGAL

Featured in Portuguese  
Cuisine Experience

Ljubomir is the executive chef at  
the acclaimed 100 Maneiras in  

Lisbon; he arrived in Portugal as a 
young child fleeing violence in the 

former Yugoslavia

TODAY’S TRAVELLER IS SEEKING
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCAL EXPERTS
MEET MORE SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS
Discover insider tips from those in the know



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS TO BE 
INSPIRED BY BEAUTIFUL VISUALS 
Through interviews with travellers we identified that they want 
an easy-to-use guidebook that shows rather than tells them 
about visually exciting experiences. The Experience series 
has been designed with visuals that enrich the traveller’s 
understanding of the featured place, culture or activity.



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS TO BE 
INSPIRED BY BEAUTIFUL VISUALS 
VISUAL GUIDES

Inspiring and playful double-page spread image galleries provide a visual exploration of 
experiences and themes unique to the destination



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS TO BE 
INSPIRED BY BEAUTIFUL VISUALS 
ILLUSTRATIVE MAPS & BEAUTIFUL PHOTOGRAPHY

Show travellers what to expect and help them plot their own journey



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS TO BE 
INSPIRED BY BEAUTIFUL VISUALS 
PRACTICALITIES

The use of infographics and icons aligns with current design trends  
and adds interest and excitement to practical information



TODAY’S TRAVELLER WANTS A GUIDEBOOK THAT 
COMPLEMENTS THEIR DIGITAL DEVICE
Consumer research reveals that travellers are 
increasingly using their digital devices on-the-road.

The Experience 
guidebook series is 
designed to aid and 
complement digital 
trip planning and 
on-the-road mobile 
usage

QR CODE 
INTEGRATION 
UNLOCKS MORE 
CHOICES
Handy QR codes 
featured throughout 
the Experience 
guidebooks direct 
travellers to additional 
content across 
lonelyplanet.com



c4

WHERE DOES THE EXPERIENCE SERIES FIT INTO
LONELY PLANET’S COUNTRY GUIDEBOOK SUITE?

EXPERIENCE COUNTRY guides

• For travellers seeking new experiences away from their everyday lives

•  Fresh and surprising perspectives from local experts that connect travellers to  
unforgettable experiences 

•  Designed for travellers that value the feeling of discovering places on their own, but their time  
is limited, so our curated guidance equips them to string experiences together for an  
amazing trip that feels unique to them

•  Ideal for pre-planning and usage while on-the-road, the Experience guides complement the digital 
tools used by today’s traveller  

 SPECIAL INTEREST

Local and authentic experiences Content level Trip duration 1-2 weeks

COMPREHENSIVE CONTENT 

For travellers seeking the most 
comprehensive level of destination 
information. From pre-planning to  
on-the-road, these guides equip those 
travelling for an extended period to go 
beyond well known sights and regions to 
explore the country at a deeper level.

For travellers that want to explore their 
destination via the freedom of the open 
road. From the newest routes to classic 
drives, these guide are packed with 
itineraries and planning advice about 
fun detours, where to stretch your legs 
and how to link your trip.

For travellers that want to experience 
a country’s highlights and are looking 
for guidance about how to make the 
most of their time. Featuring inspiring 
visuals, carefully curated itineraries and 
focusing on the top sights and authentic 
experiences.

For travellers that want to stretch their 
legs away from the city while exploring  
stunning scenery and local life. Each 
title contains 60 short, achievable walks 
classified by skill level accompanied  
by essential information and  
illustrative maps. 

 THE NEW EXPERIENCE  
SERIES WILL REPLACE BEST OF

COUNTRY & REGIONAL guides

Trip duration:  
2+ weeks

Content level

In-depth

Road trip durations:  
3 days - 3 weeks

Content level

Road trips

Trip duration:  
1-2 weeks

Content level

Highlights

Hike durations:  
A few hours to a full day

Content level

Walking & hiking

BEST TRIPS guidesBEST OF COUNTRY guides BEST DAY WALKS guides



NEW IN 2022: LONELY PLANET’S

EXPERIENCE
GUIDEBOOK SERIES

G E T AWAY  F RO M  T H E  E V E RY DAY

COMING IN JUNE 2022 
Experience Barcelona 1  |  Experience London 1  |  Experience New York City 1  |  Experience Paris 1 

Experience Rome 1  |  Experience Tokyo 1  

COMING IN SEPTEMBER 2022
Experience East Coast Australia 1  |  Experience Great Britain 1  |  Experience Hawaii 1 

Experience New Zealand 1  |  Experience Thailand 1  |  Experience Vietnam 1

COMING IN NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2022
Experience Europe 1  |  Experience France 1  |  Experience Germany 1  |  Experience India 1 

Experience Peru 1  |  Experience Scandinavia 1

LAUNCHING  
IN MARCH 

2022




